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November 10, 2013   Ezekiel 9:1-11 
 

Then I heard him call out in a loud voice, “Bring the guards of the city here, each with a weapon in his 

hand.” 2 And I saw six men coming from the direction of the upper gate, which faces north, each with a 

deadly weapon in his hand. With them was a man clothed in linen who had a writing kit at his side. They 

came in and stood beside the bronze altar.  

3 Now the glory of the God of Israel went up from above the cherubim, where it had been, and moved to 

the threshold of the temple. Then the Lord called to the man clothed in linen who had the writing kit at 

his side 4 and said to him, “Go throughout the city of Jerusalem and put a mark on the foreheads of those 

who grieve and lament over all the detestable things that are done in it.”  5 As I listened, he said to the 

others, “Follow him through the city and kill, without showing pity or compassion. 6 Slaughter old men, 

young men and maidens, women and children, but do not touch anyone who has the mark. Begin at my 

sanctuary.” So they began with the elders who were in front of the temple.  

7 Then he said to them, “Defile the temple and fill the courts with the slain. Go!” So they went out and 

began killing throughout the city. 8 While they were killing and I was left alone, I fell facedown, crying 

out, “Ah, Sovereign Lord! Are you going to destroy the entire remnant of Israel in this outpouring of 

your wrath on Jerusalem?”  9 He answered me, “The sin of the house of Israel and Judah is exceedingly 

great; the land is full of bloodshed and the city is full of injustice. They say, ‘The Lord has forsaken the 

land; the Lord does not see.’ 10 So I will not look on them with pity or spare them, but I will bring down 

on their own heads what they have done.” 

11 Then the man in linen with the writing kit at his side brought back word, saying, “I have done as you 

commanded.” 

 

William Irons was in the French capital during the Revolution of 1848 when the Archbishop of Paris 

was murdered.  About fourteen days later a Memorial Service was held in Notre Dame, at which Mr. 

Irons was present. The Archbishop’s heart, which had been severed from his body, was placed in a 

glass casket so that all who desired to do so might gaze upon it. As the procession of mourners filed by, 

 the entire congregation sang in muffled tones the Dies Irae. The service made a deep impression on 

the mind of the English clergyman present, and when the congregation had dispersed he returned to his 

hotel and immediately made his now celebrated translation of the great Latin hymn. 

Day of wrath, O day of mourning! 

See fulfilled the Prophet's warning, 

Heaven and earth in ashes burning. 

This hymn is very blunt but very true.  It puts the reality of the Final Judgment before our eyes and in 

our ears.   The brutal murder of their archbishop made them sing of the Final Judgment and even long 

for it.  It seems almost odd for us in our American culture to sing of it or talk about it.  Some visitors 

might say, "That's a weird church.  They were singing about earth burning!"  Some members might 

say, "Let's talk about something more positive and practical."  To ignore it, however would be 

unfaithful and even foolish, because Gods Word speaks of it in very blunt and brutal ways.  So you can 

see in today's text.   

 

In the book of Ezekiel God's prophet talked about how he would bring judgment down on Jerusalem 

through the Babylonians.  They had chosen to worship other gods in the form of animals.  They also 

worshiped the sun.  They did this in the very temple that God had built for Him.  God also says in 

today's text, "The sin of the house of Israel and Judah is exceedingly great; the land is full of 

bloodshed and the city is full of injustice."   
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God wanted the Israelites to be a very welcoming people.  Think of how Abraham had Sarah cook a 

meal for their three visitors.  God had specific laws that were to provide for the foreigners who were 

passing through and for the poor.  If a dead body was found in the country, they had to measure the 

distance between the body and the closest city.  Then whatever city was closest would have to offer a 

sacrifice to God because of the murder that occurred on their soil, even though they didn't know who 

committed the murder or how the body got there.  He wanted them to treasure life and protect it.  The 

Israelites abandoned these principles and became very violent people.   

 

They also were full of injustice.  They loaned money out to people and charged them interest amounts 

that enslaved the poor even more.  They borrowed things from people without returning them.  They 

didn't provide clothing for the poor.  It became dangerous to travel through the country because of the 

robbers that assaulted people.   They had become the exact opposite of everything that God had called 

them to be.   

 

What was their spiritual attitude towards the Lord?  They say, ‘The Lord has forsaken the land; the 

Lord does not see.’  They must have thought that the Lord didn't really exist or that He didn't care.  It 

is interesting that in his vision from The Lord, Ezekiel was taken behind closed doors and shown the 

idol worship which was done in secret.  Maybe they publicly professed the Lord but privately had 

adopted all sorts of gods, kind of like how Rachel stole Laban's household gods.   

 

These are all things that we need to aware of and ask ourselves whether we are doing the same things, 

things that reflect violence and promote injustice.  Our gods can come in the form of fighters and 

football players who impress us with their violence and strength.  We follow them with the utmost 

devotion behind the walls of our homes.  Is it good and healthy for you to shoot hundreds of zombies as 

long as it's just a video game?  Listen to the lyrics of the songs you are listening to.  Would you watch 

the same tv shows if your grandma or grandpa was on the couch with you?  Look at the way they 

present themselves and their bodies.  Why do you put their pictures on your walls?  Think about the 

way you talk and carry yourself with your friends and co-workers.  Does it reflect any faith at all?  Do 

you think the Lord doesn't see this?   

 

We assume that since the Bible doesn't say, "Thou shalt not kill zombies" or "Thou shalt not listen to 

secular music" that it is all just fine.  We assume that The Lord doesn't care. But if our God is really 

holy and all seeing we ought to take more consideration to these things.  Now you can get snippy with 

me and say, "Pastor Pankow is saying I'm sinning by cheering for football now.  I guess I can't have 

any unbelieving friends either."  That's not what I'm saying.  What I am saying is that we need to take 

more consideration behind what we do and what we don't do in the light of Gods Word.  Maybe then 

we will find many more things that we should be repenting of.   Perhaps at least it will help you to keep 

things in perspective and not get too carried away by them.   

 
Not everyone in Israel was being violent and unloving.  There were some that were grieving and lamenting over 

what was happening in their society and with their own family members.  They weren't joining in with the 

crowd and celebrating the behavior of their society.  Their own tears reflected their own guilt in the matter, that 

this had happened and they too hadn't done enough to stop it.  They too had been affected by this behavior and 

drawn into sin throughout the process.    They knew they had earned every bit of Gods wrath too, and they felt 

awful about it.  So they cried over it.  Have you had such reflections on life?   
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The Lord was done talking.  It was now time to act, and when God rolls up His righteous sleeves it is a 

scary thing.  Then I heard him call out in a loud voice, “Bring the guards of the city here, each 

with a weapon in his hand.” 2 And I saw six men coming from the direction of the upper gate, 

which faces north, each with a deadly weapon in his hand.   When I was in India a year and a half 

back, I saw some eye opening things.  Transvestites would roam the streets and agrgressively harass 

men until they gave them money.  Little children would roam the streets.  Handicapped people would 

crawl up to you and tap you on the leg for money.  But they also had police officers who would walk 

around with huge bamboo sticks, and they weren't afraid of using them.  Those weapons were much 

more intimidating than a gun and the people respected their officers.  This is the picture that God shows 

Ezekiel. Six men come to town with deadly weapons in their hands.  After all of those years ignoring 

God and mistreating and murdering people, now it was time to pay. 

 

The destruction is absolutely all encompassing.  Ezekiel even begged for mercy, but God had none. 

 He said to the others, “Follow him through the city and kill, without showing pity or compassion. 

6 Slaughter old men, young men and maidens, women and children.    Notice how he even 

specifically mentioned the women and children.  They started with the old men at the sanctuary, for 

they were responsible for the apostasy as the leaders of Jerusalem.  Then they took the dead bodies and 

stacked them in the temple - defiling the only place where they could make sacrifices for their sins. 

 This was a vision, an awful vision of what would happen to all who didn't repent, even the children. 

 So kids, don't think that God will give you a pass just because you're a kid.  When you sin, you've 

sinned against God, and you need to repent too.  Even if your parents don't discipline you and you can 

get away with murder in your house, don't think that God doesn't care.  You too need to repent. 

 
Why repent?  What good does it do to sit around and cry?  Does it solve the situation?  Does it improve society? 

 No, not as a whole.  But it does reflect that you aren't going along with your society and that something is 

wrong.  When someone cries it grabs your attention.  What's wrong?  "I've made my God angry.  We've made 

the Lord angry.  We've embarrassed Him and become what we never should have been.  Now He's coming and 

I'm going to be punished, and the worst part is that I've earned it.  He's right."   

 

God does something incredible for these criers, something they in no ways deserve even by their 

crying.  The Lord called to the man clothed in linen who had the writing kit at his side and said to 

him, “Go throughout the city of Jerusalem and put a mark on the foreheads of those who grieve 

and lament over all the detestable things that are done in it.”  The man in linen is all important. 

 Without him everyone would be slaughtered. 

 

What does He do?  He puts a simple mark on the foreheads of the repentant.  With that simple mark, a 

simple spot on the forehead, he sets them aside and reserves them, so that the armed men would know 

who they were and pass them by without a scratch.  Through that remnant the Lord would then provide 

Ezekiel with what he was begging for... a remnant.  Why was the remnant so important?  So that the 

Savior would still come through the Jews. 

 

Notice how God describes such a simple and narrow salvation through one man with some simple linen 

clothes.  Can we not see Christ in this man?  The one who clothed Himself in the simple flesh of 

humanity, yet robed in the majestic robe of righteousness.  Were it not for this one man, there would be 

no salvation.  As He kept the remnant of Jews alive, He was protecting His own forefathers; keeping 
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them alive so that He could not only live, but also die at the hands of His own countrymen and under 

the wrath of God on the cross.  He had every right to let them die and let us burn, but in His own 

gracious love He remained faithful to His promise. 

 

Think too about the simplicity of the mark.  I can't help but think about and treasure how God has 

marked us and set us aside as well through the simple waters of baptism.  It's such a seemingly simple 

ritual.  A little water dropped on the forehead; some simple words spoken, "I baptize you in the name 

of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit," and what do you know?  God has set you aside. 

 The world doesn't see the mark that has been put on you, but in Gods eyes you've been crucified with 

Christ and you're now His child.  It seems like such a simple and meaningless act with the human eyes, 

but Gods Word says this is a defining moment through which the Holy Spirit moves into your soul and 

brings a repentant faith. 

 

Indeed, the man in linen is the one who puts the mark on his people with the writing pad at his side.  It 

was from the side of Jesus that water and blood flowed, and it is His blood that flows on us when we 

are baptized.  It is His death that provides the ink of redemption on our souls; that makes us His.  At the 

cross He took His clothes off in exchange for our rags, and in our baptism he puts them on us; dressing 

us in His righteousness; and sparing us from His wrath. 

 

Day of wrath, O day of mourning! 

See fulfilled the Prophet's warning, 

Heaven and earth in ashes burning. 

 

There is a Day of wrath and a Day of mourning coming.  People who thought God didn't care or didn't 

exist will suddenly realize how very real He is in all of His awesome terror.  They will cry for the 

mountains and hills to fall on them and hide them from God.  There will be nowhere to hide.   And 

what of us?  What of you?   

 

At the death of the archbishop of Paris, people walked by his dead and lifeless heart, encased in glass, 

and sang for the day for retribution.  In the cross of Christ God has put His heart on display; showing 

you not only His wrath, but also His mercy and forgiveness, love and salvation.  So we too can sing the 

Day of Wrath with sorrowful and yet hopeful hearts.  You don't have to hide, not when you are marked 

with Christ; believing in Him. 

 

7. What shall I, frail man, be pleading? 

Who for me be interceding 

When the just are mercy needing? 

8. King of majesty tremendous, 

Who dost free salvation send us, 

Fount of pity, then befriend us. 

9. Think, good Jesus, my salvation 

Caused Thy wondrous incarnation; 

Leave me not to reprobation! 

10. Faint and weary Thou hast sought me, 

On the cross of suffering bought me; 

Shall such grace be vainly brought me? 

19. To the rest Thou didst prepare me 

On Thy cross; O Christ, upbear me! 

Spare, O God, in mercy spare me!  Amen. 

 


